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MINUTES OF THE BROMPTON REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, HELD AT 
BROMPTON REGIS VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 7th SEPTEMBER 2022  

The meeting opened at 7.35pm 

165. PRESENT: Mr J Andrews, Mr D Cherry, Mr S Coates, Mr L Ringrose. 

Also present: Cllr F Nicholson and Cllr S Pugsley (from 745 pm), Mr R Cowling 
(from 8pm, member of the public) and Ms S Buchanan (Clerk). 

166. DEFERMENT OF BUSINESS FOR COMMENT BY THE PUBLIC  

None. 

167. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND ACCEPTANCE OF ANY REASONS 
OFFERRED 

Mr Arnold: work; Ms T Davies: personal; Mr Headley: work; Cllr Thwaites: other 
commitments. 

168. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

None  

169. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND MEETING MANAGEMENT 

Mr Coates explained that as Vice Chair he was chairing the meeting in the absence 
of the Chairman.  

170. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 3rd AUGUST 2022 AS 
CIRCULATED 

Mr Cherry proposed and MR Ringrose seconded the motion that the minutes be 
approved and signed as a correct and accurate record. This was unanimously 
AGREED and the Vice Chairman signed the minutes as such.  

171. ACTION POINTS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

All noted as undertaken and reported. 

Minute 161.1: Councillors reported that following work by the Highways Steward 
residents have requested further cutting back of the verge and cutting back of the 
hedge on the road from the village hall to Old Rose Cottage. The Clerk advised that 
hedge cutting is the responsibility of landowners and that the owners of the 
overhanding hedges have agreed to cut back the hedges. The highways steward 
had cut back the verge opposite the hall and shop. The Clerk advised that the 
contractor will address the verge opposite old Rose Cottage and it was AGREED 
that if further work on that verge is subsequently required the highways warden will 
be asked to do this.  
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172. CORRESPONDENCE AND MEETINGS 

Exmoor Clouds event (minute 160.1). Maps of the route used had been circulated to 
parish councillors. It was noted that Port Lane had not been used.  

The Clerk reported that she and Mrs Abell, the BR Highways Steward, had attended 
the Exmoor Panel winter maintenance meeting and the scheduled meeting of the 
Exmoor Panel. She reported that the gritting routes and that the locations of salt bins 
and bags remain as in 2021-22. Mrs Abell has checked bins and the highways 
steward has been asked to cut back overgrowth around them. 

173 HIGHWAYS 

173.1 Highways Steward Tasks to be Reported by the Clerk 

The Clerk reported that all tasks requested in August had been agreed for action. 
The meeting noted the excellent work by the Highways Steward and recorded their 
thanks. An item in the Brendon Beacon about the scheme was AGREED. A request 
for the following tasks was AGREED: 

- clear sight lines at the junction of Sanctuary Lane with the road between 
Combehead and Beech Tree Cross 

- clearance of debris on the road between Bessom Bridge and Rugglands. 

ACTIONS: CLERK 

173.2 IMMEDIATE ISSUES FOR CLERK TO REPORT 

- Broken drain covers on the verges between Weatherham Farm and White 
Post, these having been found to be broken after the verge cutters’ work on 
the verge 

- Lost/moved salt bin in Upton where temporary traffic lights had been placed 
- Pot holes between Rendford Knap and White Post.  

173.3 COMMUNITY HIGHWAYS SCHEME DEVOLVED BUDGET PROPOSALS 

Submission of the following proposals was AGREED 

- full jetting and clearance of drains on Blagdon Lane (subject to an update on 
the request for this made by the Highways Steward)  

- replacement of drain pipes at the recurrent flooding site between Bessom 
bridge and Rugglands, replacing 6 and 9 inch pipes with 12 inch 

- full jetting and clearance of drains on north west side of the road from  
Bessom Bridge to Rugglands. 

Mr Coates invited Mr Cowling to comment on the recurrent flooding of the road to 
Rugglands. He confirmed the issues and advised that a larger pipe would seem to 
be required and to offer resolution of the issue.  
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ACTIONS: CLERK  

173.3 Highways ownership  

Mr Coates asked Cllr Nicholson if she was able to advise on the Highways Authority 
understanding of the ownership of the piece of land between beech Tree Cross and 
Renford Knap, opposite the show field, from which hedge growth is encroaching on 
the highway.  

ACTION: CLLR NICHOLSON 

174. COUNCILLORS’ UPDATE  

Cllr Nicholson reported from the Exmoor National Park Planning Authority (ENPA) 
meeting at which the proposal for a family friendly cycle trail on the east side of 
Wimbleball had been considered. Landownership changes had led to a delay in 
progression of the proposal. It has been agreed that as and when the proposal is 
progressed a site meeting will be held. An appendix to the report which sets out 
responses to the consultation has been requested. It was noted that Upton and 
Brompton Regis Parish Councils have objected to the proposal on grounds that, if 
introduced, it would have a negative effect on other users of the rights of way and 
the landscape. Mr Ringrose noted that the route is challenging.  

The meeting discussed the proposal and highlighted: that a separate trail nearer the 
lake is unlikely and potentially unwise; the amount of work and high costs that would 
be incurred to address the development of a family friendly cycle route.  

ACTION: CLERK to circulate to parish councillors previous documents and any 
future documents related to the proposal.   

Cllr Nicholson shared information regarding the potential value in the parish of solar 
powered chargers for mobile phones and small appliances. The Clerk noted that this 
information has been shared with the Brendon Beacon. Mr Ringrose noted that a 
new copper line had been laid for the landline at Weatherham Farm. 

Cllr Pugsley advised that the recent planning application on Treborough Common 
had been refused. He advised that the recent planning application at ‘Little Acres’ 
had been refused and that ENPA members had requested enforcement action.  

Cllr Pugsley reported that transition of powers and functions from Somerset West 
and Taunton Council to the new Somerset Authority is progressing and reminded the 
meeting that a key dimension of this transition is the development of ‘Local 
Community Networks’ (LCNs). He encouraged Members to respond to the 
consultation on this matter and advised that a conference about the proposals is to 
be held in Yeovil. The meeting voiced concern that there will be sufficient structures 
and resources in place to ensure that the interests of the area will be well 
represented in the new authority. The meeting noted that the current LCN pilot 
focussed on Highways issues on Exmoor offers lessons for the development of other 
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LCNs including the need for time for the smaller parish councils to engage with new 
schemes and the need for support to do so. 

ACTION: CLERK to circulate consultation information.  

175. PLANNING 

None  

176. FINANCE  

176.1 SALC training £150: The Clerk reported that a discount of £25 on the invoice 
had been negotiated meaning payment of £125 is required.  

Mr Andrews proposed and Mr Cherry seconded payment and this was AGREED. 

176.2 Bench fixings £72.95: The Clerk reported that this amount had been ear 
marked in the 2021-22budget as part of the costs of replacing the bench by The 
Lock Up. 

Mr Andrews proposed and Mr Cherry seconded payment and this was AGREED.  

176.3 SALC Affiliation fee £128.44: The Clerk advised that the invoice for this 
annual fee had been received after the agenda for this meeting had been published 
and asked that the meeting consider payment with publication of the amount and 
ratification at the next meeting. 

Mr Andrews proposed. Mr Cherry seconded and the meeting AGREED this action. 

177. REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS 

The National Association of Local Councils’ updated model Standing Orders and 
Financial Regulations having been circulated with comments on the changes these 
make to the BRPC current arrangements the Clerk recommended that the model 
documents are adopted as circulated.  

The meeting AGREED this. 

Mr Coates suggested that, in line with the model documents, a temporary 
Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) be identified and the meeting AGREED this. 

ACTIONS: CLERK  

- customise the model documents as circulated and provide copies for all 
Parish Councillors and publish them on the community website 

- identify a temporary RFO and bring further information to the next meeting.  

178. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING: 7.30pm on 5th October 2022 at 
Brompton Regis Village Hall.  
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- Wimbleball Lake planning matters with particular regard to access and 
highways issues 

- ratification of the payment of the SALC affiliation fee 
- temporary RFO 
- budget update. 

The meeting closed at 8.30pm 
 

Signed as a correct record: …………….……………………………………….…………..       

 

Name:  

 

Date: ……………………………………………………………………...…………………… 


