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MINUTES OF THE BROMPTON REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, HELD AT 
BROMPTON REGIS VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 5th OCTOBER 2022  

The meeting opened at 7.35pm 

179. PRESENT: Mr J Andrews, Mr M Arnold, Mr S Coates, Ms T Davies, Mr M 
Headley (Chairman), Miss L Luxton, Mr L Ringrose. 

Also present: Cllr F Nicholson, Cllr S Pugsley (from 7.45 pm), Mrs F A’Brook 
(member of the public), Mr B Chaffey (member of the public), Mr K Lawes (member 
of the public), Mr R Cowling (from 8pm, member of the public) and Ms S Buchanan 
(Clerk). 

180. DEFERMENT OF BUSINESS FOR COMMENT BY THE PUBLIC  

The Chairman invited members of the public to raise issues other than agenda item 
6 (minute 185) for which he requested that comments be raised at that item. There 
were none.  

181. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND ACCEPTANCE OF ANY REASONS 
OFFERRED 

Mr D Cherry: personal.  

182. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

Mr S Coates: minute 190.   

183. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND MEETING MANAGEMENT 

The Chairman welcomed participants to the meeting and noted that this was the first 
meeting of the Parish Council after the death of Queen Elizabeth II and the 
accession of King Charles III and expressed the parish’s gratitude for the dedication 
and duty of Queen Elizabeth II and looked forward to the reign of King Charles III.  

184. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 7th SEPTEMBER 2022 AS 
CIRCULATED 

Mr Ringrose proposed and Mr Andrews seconded the motion that the minutes be 
approved and signed as a correct and accurate record. This was unanimously 
AGREED and the Chairman signed the minutes as such.  

185. PLANNING ISSUES AT WIMBLEBALL: DISCUSSION WITH Mr KINSELLA, 
EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY (ENPA) 

The Chairman welcomed Mr Kinsella to the meeting and outlined the Parish 
Council’s initiative to commission a vehicle count on Hill Lane at three periods in the 
summer of 2022. This road leads to Wimbleball Lake’s main hub and the count did 
not record other traffic, such as to the Bessom Bridge car park or for parking on local 
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roads. The data had been circulated to Parish Councillors and Mr Kinsella and 
shared with South West Lakes Trust (SWLT) and the Somerset Highways Authority 
(HA). The Chairman noted that the SWLT had, in recent planning applications, 
stated that 200,000 people visited the Lake each year, and that this was born out by 
the vehicle count which indicated c 100 vehicles per day during the three periods of 
the count. Concerns about the negative effect of traffic on local residents and 
businesses had been expressed to ENPA by the Parish Council and local residents, 
in particular in response to planning applications for sequential developments at the 
lake hub. The Parish Council had also expressed concern to ENPA that the HA had 
in recent years not recognised the negative effects of traffic on Hill Lane, despite 
doing so in 2014, yet traffic appeared to have increased, the condition of the road 
had not changed and parking in passing places was more frequent.  

The Chairman invited Mr Kinsella to comment on the community’s concerns and the 
potential of the ENPA to address those in its handling of planning applications and 
issues at Wimbleball and in its relations with the HA regarding possible action to 
resolve the negative effects of traffic on Hill Lane, and more widely in the immediate 
local area.   

Mr Kinsella welcomed the vehicle count, noted that ENPA is reliant on the HA for its 
advice and comment on traffic and highways issues, advised that each application is 
viewed on its merits, and that consideration of the current application by SWLT had 
been held in abeyance until the vehicle count was completed and the HA could 
consider its data. He noted that the HA responses to planning applications in the 
ENPA area had changed over time and increasingly referred to ‘standing advice’. In 
response to questions Mr Kinsella advised that Section 106 and 278 agreements 
could be used to address highways issues.  

Mr Coates commented that over the years the local community had seen the SWLT 
successfully invite increasing numbers of people to Wimbleball and that sequential 
planning applications for developments to support that invitation and the public 
response in increasing visitor numbers had not addressed the question of how the 
area and infrastructure could accommodate increasing numbers of visitors, including 
for large events. He noted that the proposal for a cycle path was another invitation 
which did not address traffic for cyclists reaching Wimbleball. 

Mr Kinsella advised that it is difficult for ENPA to assess the capacity of Wimbleball 
for development because each application is considered on its merits and a 
judgement of over development requires evidence of harm that can be justified in 
planning terms and in the context of highways issues the comments and advice of 
the HA is important and ENPA would be in a difficult position if it contradicted those. 
He welcomed the comments of the Parish Council and community and assured the 
meeting that ENPA listened to local views.  

Mr Andrews emphasised that vehicle numbers to the area were not confined to Hill 
Lane and the community had long expressed concern over the negative effects of 
parking on, and on roads leading to, Bessom Bridge and that in its use of traffic 
cones the SWLT had recognised that, but the HA appeared not to have done so. Mr 
Coates expressed concern that over the summer months the cones become an 
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eyesore. Mr Andrews highlighted recent accidents at the Bessom Bridge end of the 
Lake, leading to health and safety issues for visitors, and reiterated the Parish 
Council concerns (reported to SWLT) that the life ring holder at Bessom Bridge is 
empty.  

Mr Ringrose and Ms Davies noted that SWLT appeared to recognise traffic issues 
outside Hill Lane in its allocation of warden time to the Bessom Bridge area, but that 
this appeared to contradict SWLT proposals for fixed barbecues at Bessom Bridge. 

Ms Davies asked if a broader approach to planning in the area is adopted by ENPA 
and the HA, such as assessment of peak time travel impacts and the effects of larger 
recreational vehicles and campervans travelling to the lake hub.  

Mr Kinsella commented that it is likely that the HA will understand that the vehicle 
count is a moment and location in time. He emphasised that the ENPA assesses 
each planning application on its individual merits and acknowledged that if 
developments at Wimbleball are approved it would be likely that traffic would 
increase. He advised that both ENPA and the HA look at site specific and wider area 
issues, such as pinch points. He agreed to raise with the HA the matter of apparent 
inconsistency between its comments on planning applications in 2014 and since 
then. 

The Chairman invited members of the public to comment and ask questions. The 
following points were made. 

Mr Chaffey referred to the HA comments in 2014 that Hill Lane was not suited to 
further traffic, asked how this corresponded to HA comments since then and how 
ENPA would now approach HA comments. Mr Kinsella advised that he was aware 
the road had not changed since 2014 and would invite the HA to comment on this 
matter and the vehicle count data.  

Mr Chaffey reported that vehicles often park in passing places on Hill Lane, 
exacerbating traffic issues. He also challenged the SWLT view that people camping 
at the Lake do not travel out during their stay, citing experience of the camp site at 
South Greenslade, and Mr Kinsella concurred with the view that people travel to 
other places. 

Mr Chaffey asked if the ENPA could support an environmental impact and noise 
assessment of the Wimbleball area as a means of informing decisions on planning 
applications and SWLT proposals, in particular motorboat training, and expressed 
concern that SWLT sought new developments to increase revenue rather than 
increase enjoyment of the environment and Mr Lawes supported that view and 
suggested that many of the recent developments at the Lake do not need to be 
there. Mr Kinsella advised that ENPA could not support a noise survey or 
environmental assessment and that if an application was made for powerboat use on 
the Lake the planning history of the site would be considered. From the audience 
Mrs A’Brook and Mr Coates noted that previous suggestions for power boat use had 
been rejected on grounds of pollution.  
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Mr Kinsella suggested that the Parish Council invite SWLT to share its vision for the 
area and noted that in the case of the Dark Skies Hub approved at the Lake Hub this 
is not the only place where Dark Skies initiatives have been approved by the ENPA. 

Mr Lawes expressed concern that roads around Wimbleball are significantly 
overcrowded in summer and that traffic speeds on Hill Lane are also of concern 
given it is single carriageway with agricultural and residential access. 

Mr Cowling suggested that steps to resolve traffic issues were necessary given the 
attractiveness of the Lake to visitors. He suggested in particular that car parking be 
provided at the southern end of the Lake in order to allow points of easy access to 
the proposed cycle path rather than all traffic going to the Lake hub. Mr Kinsella 
invited comments to ENPA to that effect. The meeting noted that it appeared SWLT 
had sold areas that could have bene used for car parking. 

Mrs A’Brook reported that Upton parish has increasingly experienced more and 
larger vehicles on its roads and that the traffic flow is more frequent and longer 
lasting and the Upton Parish Council view that the proposed cycle path should not be 
implemented. 

The Chairman thanked Mr Kinsella and all participants for the full discussion and 
invited any other questions to Mr Kinsella on planning matters in the parish. 

Mr Coates requested information regarding local concerns that, despite there not 
being permission for residential use of the converted toilets at Bessom Bridge, there 
may have been or be residential use. Mr Kinsella advised that the ENPA had 
investigated these concerns and that a planning contravention notice had been 
issued to question use of the building. He suggested submission of any new 
evidence of residential use of the building.  

ACTIONS:  

Mr Kinsella: invite the HA to consider the vehicle count data in the context of the 
current planning application at the lake hub and to consider the HA comment in 2014 
re the suitability of Hill Lane for further traffic in the context of subsequent 
developments and the current application and vehicle count data.  

Clerk:  

- raise concerns with the HA re the speed limit on Hill Lane 
- reiterate to SWLT the concerns re the empty life ring at Bessom Bridge 
- invite SWLT to attend a BRPC meeting to share its vision for the Wimbleball 

area and consider the vehicle count data. 

Mrs A’Brook, Mr Chaffey and Mr Lawes left the meeting at 8.40pm. 

186. COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ UPDATES  
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The Chairman invited the Councillors present and Mr Kinsella to advise on the status 
of the Exmoor Local Plan and a review. Cllr Pugsley advised that the ENPA had 
decided not to engage in a statutory review of the Local Plan policies at this stage 
but to take steps to ensure that advice and guidance around policies was updated 
and interpreted effectively and that this means there will be not a formal consultation 
on revisions to the Local Plan. The Chairman asked for advice on how this position 
may affect the policies on windows and affordable housing. Mr Kinsella advised that 
in the context of affordable housing there had been problems in implementation in 
the earlier years of the Local Plan regarding property to rent and land availability and 
that work will now be undertaken to present the policies in ways that increase 
accessibility and understanding and that meetings with ENPA members will progress 
this. Cllr Pugsley noted the need for increased understanding of the impact of the 
policies. With regard to windows Mr Kinsella advised that appeal and committee 
decisions inform planning advice and guidance and a new Design Guide is planned.  

The meeting thanked Mr Kinsella for attending and discussing issues, and he left the 
meeting at 8.50pm. 

Cllr Pugsley informed the meeting about recent activity regarding the development of 
Local Community networks (LCNs) in Somerset, of which the Exmoor pilot is one 
initiative that indicates the value of local information and insight and raises issues of 
governance and scale. Mr Ringrose asked for clarification on the area covered by 
the Exmoor pilot and Ms Davies requested information on the suggested area of an 
ongoing LCN covering Brompton Regis. Parish Councils are invited to a meeting on 
13th October at 7.30 pm in Wheddon Cross Village Hall) to consider these and other 
issues. 

Cllr Pugsley advised that a decision has been taken that a Taunton Town Council be 
formed which if implemented will have repercussions across the wider area. 

From the floor Mr Cowling asked that the councillors report as a matter of emergency 
the collapse of a section of the B3190 between Chidgley and Nettlecombe and that 
action be taken to address the situation. 

ACTION: Cllrs Nicholson/Pugsley to report the matter. 

Cllr Nicholson enquired about the suggestion that asbestos sheeting had been seen 
in Wimbleball lake. The Clerk advised that this had been reported to SWLT. Cllr 
Nicholson suggested that the environmental health team be asked for advice on the 
matter. 

ACTION: CLERK to seek advice. 

187. ACTION POINTS FOR THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

Minute 173.3: Cllr Nicholson reported that the land in question is not in ownership of 
the HA and that a search on the Land Registry will be undertaken. Ms Luxton offered 
to enquire locally for information. 
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ACTION: Clerk further update at a future meeting.  

Minute 177: Temporary RFO: The Clerk reported that Mrs Page had agreed to take 
this role on in an emergency.  

188. CORRESPONDENCE AND MEETINGS 

188.1 Suggestion of a name change for the parish from Brompton Regis to 
Kingsbrompton. 

The Chairman advised that this matter had been raised with members of the Parish 
Council by the media and residents and that while the Parish Council had not been 
formally approached on the matter a resolution on it would be helpful in clarifying the 
Parish Council’s position. He proposed the motion that ‘Brompton Regis Parish 
Council is not considering a name change from Brompton Regis to Kingsbrompton’ 
and this was seconded by Ms Davies and unanimously AGREED. It was noted that it 
appeared that over time both names had been used interchangeably to describe the 
area of the parish. 

188.2 Incident at Hiccombe.  

The Chairman advised that there had been numerous media approaches to 
members of the Parish Council which sought information and views on the incident 
and that the response given had been  that the Parish Council is aware of the 
incident and its thoughts and sympathy go to all affected and that the Council 
recorded its thanks to the emergency services for their responsiveness and activity.  

188.3 Men’s Club 

The Chairman reported correspondence regarding the activity of the Club, which 
owns a snooker table housed in the Old Vicarage grounds and suggested that the 
Club be invited to provide information for publication on the community website and 
in the Brendon Beacon.  

ACTION: CLERK to gather and share information. 

189. HIGHWAYS 

189.1 Bury Ford  

The Chairman outlined local concerns at wash from traffic, and traffic travelling at 
speed though the ford. Cllr Nicholson outlined longer standing concerns about the 
impact of wash on the adjacent area and bridge, which is an historic monument. Mr 
Arnold reported local experience of ‘joy riders’ taking the ford at speed and filming 
the experience. Discussion AGREED the following. 

ACTION: CLERK request the HA to consider a sleeping policeman integrating a 
pipe within the ford and submit a request to the LCN Community Projects budget for 
such works.  
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189.2 Highways Steward Tasks to be Reported by the Clerk 

A request for the following tasks was AGREED: 

- ongoing work to clear sight lines at junctions  
- clearance around grit bins.  

189.3 IMMEDIATE ISSUES FOR CLERK TO REPORT 

- Potholes and road degradation on the county boundary in Exebridge  
- Blocked drains and flooding between Combeshead and Heath Poult 
- Updates on sinking drain at Rendford Knap and road degradation near 

Bessom Bridge (both having been marked for action some months ago) 
- A second or lower warning sign at the Heath Poult junction to ensure it is 

visible during fog. 

189.4 COMMUNITY HIGHWAYS SCHEME DEVOLVED BUDGET PROPOSALS 

Submission of a proposal for the actions agreed at minute 189.1 was AGREED.  

ACTIONS: CLERK  

190. PLANNING 

190.1 Application number 6/3/22/107: proposed erection of extension together 
with associated works. Lower Goosemoor, Wheddon Cross TA24 7BY  

The Chairman outlined the planning history of this application and noted that the 
upper floor had been approved in 2021. Mr Andrews proposed and Miss Luxton 
seconded support of this application as a good use of space with no visual detriment. 
This was unanimously AGREED.  

190.2 Application number 6/3/22/108: Proposed extension. Blagdon Farm, 
Withiel Florey TA24 7DB  

Mr Coates declared an interest. The Chairman outlined the application. Mr Ringrose 
proposed and Miss Luxton seconded support of this application as a good use of a 
small and unused space that provides ground floor facilities with no effect on the 
façade of the building and this was unanimously AGREED.  

ACTIONS: CLERK submit comments.  

191. FINANCE 
191.1 SALC affiliation fee: £128.44 for ratification (minute 176.3). Ms Davies 
proposed and Mr Coates seconded the motion to ratify this payment and it was 
unanimously AGREED.  
 
191.2 Clerk’s quarterly salary: £391.70 for payment. Mr Coates proposed and Mr 
Andrews seconded the motion to pay this and it was unanimously AGREED. 
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191.3 Hill Lane traffic count: £270 incl VAT. The Clerk advised that while an 
application or a grant had been made to cover this cost it would be prudent for the 
Council to approve payment in case the grant is not forthcoming. Miss Luxton 
proposed and Ms Davies seconded the motion that should a grant not be 
forthcoming this amount be paid and this was unanimously AGREED.  
 
191.4 HMRC PAYE penalty: The Clerk advised that due to an error in reporting 
periods of no payment (due to quarterly payments) through HMRC PAYE system a 
penalty notice had been received. This has been appealed and a response is 
awaited. 
 
191.5 Sundries and stationery: £25 and £17 (internal audit expenses and ink). Ms 
Davies proposed and Miss Luxton seconded payment of these amounts and this was 
unanimously AGREED.  
 
191.6 Budget update: Having been circulated prior to the meeting this was noted.  

192. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING: 7.30pm on 2nd November 2022 at 
Brompton Regis Village Hall.  

- Wimbleball Lake planning matters with particular regard to access and 
highways issues 

- Planning application number 6/3/22/110. Proposed demolition of existing 
conservatory and construction of new single storey extension Kents Mill, 
Dulverton, TA22 9JJ. 

The meeting closed at 9.45pm 
 

Signed as a correct record: …………….……………………………………….…………..       

 

Name:  

 

Date: ……………………………………………………………………...…………………… 


